
Meaning of the vestment colors

The priest’s vestments are a specific color at Mass depending on the 
seasons of the year and the feast days. 

White means joy and purity. It’s worn on the Feasts days of Our Lord, 
the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph, the angels, and those saints who are 
not martyrs. It’s also worn after Easter until Pentecost. 

Red is the color of love, fire, and blood. It’s worn on Pentecost and on 
the feast days of the Passion of Jesus, the apostles, and those saints 
who are martyrs. 

Green signifies hope. It’s worn during ordinary times, after the 
Epiphany until Lent, and after Pentecost until Advent, except for the 
special feast days when red or white is worn. 

Purple is the color of penance. It’s worn during Advent and Lent. 

Black is a sign of death or sadness. It’s worn at funeral Masses or on 
Good Friday. Note: 

The chasuble, the stole, and the maniple are all the same color.


